Proximal femurectomy for decubitus ulceration in the spinal cord injury patient.
The results of proximal femoral resections in nine patients were analyzed after an average four year follow-up, together with a retrospective analysis of the patients. The indication for surgery was decubitus ulceration that had failed to respond to multiple previous treatments. The decubitus ulcers were associated with septic arthritis, osteomyelitis, hip dislocation and ankylosis. All patients achieved short term healing with 50% achieving long term healing. The incidence of subsequent surgery for decubitus ulcers decreased significantly. No patient suffered a deterioration in function.